Northern Beaches Dragon Boat Club

Newsletter - November Issue 2003

Welcome to the November newsletter for the Northern Beaches Dragon Boat Club.

This month members will be asked to vote on the biggest issue that the club has had to face to date – whether to move to Manly or stay at Bayview. 

The Referendum

On Sunday, 23rd November, all attending paddlers were given the Referendum Form. This contained all the information regarding the move and how to vote. In addition, it will also be  distributed by email to every paddler on the contact list and will be available on Wednesday night and will be hand delivered to any person who missed training or is not on any email list.

The decision whether the club moves will be decided by a majority vote by financial members. Voting forms can be returned by email, post or hand delivered, and will be tallied prior to training on Sunday 30th November.

The decision on which to vote for will be difficult for some, easy for others and for some it won’t matter either way. But in the end it does count because it affects the whole club in one way or another. So give careful consideration with your choice. Remember in the end we are still the one club.

Any questions that members have regarding any aspect of the referendum, a possible move to Manly or anything in general about the vote, then feel free to contact any member of the committee, their numbers are on the bottom of the referendum form.

Races

The next scheduled race will be held at the Davidson Picnic Area which is under the Roseville Bridge on Sunday 7th December from 8am to 3pm with the first race starting at 8.30am. The races will be 500m long. All paddlers are to advise if they are available for this event to assist with team selections. Further information will be given to all paddlers when at hand.

We were scheduled to compete in a race last week but we did not attend. Unfortunately for the teams that did attend, the event was called off just after 12 noon due to safety reasons with the weather. 

Subscriptions

Membership fees are now due for all paddlers, new paddlers have 3 training sessions from when they start to decide if they wish to continue paddling and become members.

Paddlers who are not current financial members will not be allowed to vote in the current referendum unless they pay their membership fees by 8am Sunday 30th November. Non financial members will also not be allowed to compete in race events. 

The cost for membership to the club will be the same as last year, $120 for the season. This covers race entry fees, boat hire, public liability insurance, membership to Dragon Boats NSW. 

Please see Helen or Steve Marton, Anne for renewals and membership forms.

Training 

Friday night training should start soon, depending on numbers of paddlers available.

Unless there is lightning / thunderstorm near or the coaches feel that the conditions are too dangerous, training is on regardless of weather. You get wet paddling so it does not matter if its raining, training is still on.

Coaches and sweeps

Phil has been doing a top job sweeping the boats and I hope to have him accredited in the near future.

Kerry is doing a very good job as an “apprentice” sweep and should be supported by all paddlers for her efforts

Paddlers

If anyone has friends, work colleagues or knows anyone who may be interested in paddling then let them know. At this stage we have too many paddlers for one team and not enough for 2 teams. This will affect team selection at races so we definitely need more paddlers or else some will be sitting off a race or 2.

If we stay at Bayview then we need to come up with ways of encouraging new paddlers to join.

General

If anyone has anything that they could contribute to the club in general, then please contact any of the committee members. The more people that can help, the better for the club.

Contributions to the newsletter such as stories, photos, jokes, etc are most welcome. Forward these to Geoff Taken for inclusion (or censoring).

Future events

2005 – The World Friendship Games will be held in Sydney as part of the Dragon Festival

2007 – Australia will host the IDBF World Championships. 

See you all on the water

Geoff 

