Northern Beaches Dragon Boat Club

Newsletter Early December Issue – 4/12/03

Welcome to the early December newsletter for the Northern Beaches Dragon Boat Club.

Referendum

On 30th November, the financial club members were asked to vote on whether to move the club to Manly or stay at Bayview. The vote was a majority of 19 to 10 to move to Manly. 

The move to Manly is seen to be the future of the club in terms of growth and exposure.

Already there are 12 people interested in joining the club at Manly and this will only grow once the move is finalised. 

Boat moving

It is planned that the boats will be moved on Saturday, 13th December. This will require as many paddlers as possible to assist in the moving of the boats from the storage area at Bayview onto the trailer and then at Manly to the new site. Further details will be sent out when more information is at hand.

Training 

Training is still on at Bayview with the planned last training session at Bayview to be next Wednesday night. The following Sunday, training will be at Manly for the Northern Beaches Dragon Boat Club.

Races

The next scheduled race will be on Sunday 7th December at Davidson Park (under the Roseville Bridge). The race schedule will be sent to everybody. We are entering 1 mixed team for the 500m race. The first race is at 8.30am and our first scheduled race is at 9.10am with the second at 11.50am. There are 15 mixed teams competing and of these only 8 will get through to the 2 finals. I have been told parking is $6 because we will be in the National Park.

Sun protection -
There are quite a few trees, but we suggest you bring some shade with you, and slip-slop-slap of course.



Food -
Cafe Maverick will start serving food at 8:30am (menu attached), otherwise there is nothing available at Davidson Park.  You will need to bring food and drinks, or enjoy a sausage sandwich, fruit salad etc.

Shoes -
The boat loading area is rocky and has some oysters and barnacles – please make sure you have appropriate footwear!

Everybody should arrive at the site at 8.00am. This will ensure that we are not waiting for anyone, and also that we could find an area that is protected and has good viewing. With our first race scheduled for 9.10am, we will have to warm–up and then be expected to marshall around 8.55am. 

Could anyone who has not let me know if they are attending please contact me. This will enable team lists to be compiled before the day. It would preferable that people do not just turn up on the day as they may not get a seat on the boat. If anybody needs to contact me, my number is 0418 239980.

The next scheduled race after this one is at Newcastle on Saturday 17th January. The race distance will be 250m and the categories are open, mixed and womens.

New club

On Monday night, Wendy Todd attended our committee meeting and announced that she was starting up a new club at the existing training site at Bayview.  The committee agrees that the formation of a new club at Bayview is a good idea and support it in principle. This will give  those paddlers that had decided that they did not want to travel to Manly the opportunity to continue training with this new club. 

The club will be a totally separate club to the Northern Beaches Dragon Boat Club and Wendy says that the club aims to be social and have fun.  Anyone interested in joining this club can contact Wendy Todd.

Christmas Barbeque

A barbeque is being organised for Christmas. More information will be available in the next newsletter which will come out after the club moves to Manly

Final Words

This will be the last newsletter for those paddlers who do not want to travel to Manly and are joining the new club. No one person makes a club, the members make the club. 

When I first established our club on Narrabeen Lakes, I was one person, not a club, I had the name but no paddlers. Then our original (we should really call them our founding) members, Terry, Bev and Sharon came along and the club really started. A number of people have, over the years, put in a lot of effort for the club, but they are only individuals. It is the paddlers who in reality have made the club what it is, what it has been and what it will be – a team effort. 

I wish to thank all of our departing paddlers, whether new or old, for their efforts over the time they have been with us, and wish them well in their new club.

Happy Paddling.

See you all on the water

Geoff 

