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     Newsletter 

Northern Beaches Dragon Boat Club

October Issue

Welcome everyone to the October newsletter for the Northern Beaches Dragon Boat Club. Firstly, I would like to welcome all the new members to the club.

New Members

It has been good to see the number of new paddlers come along, give paddling a go and then become members. There is still room for more, so let your friends and workmates know about dragon boats and bring them down for a paddle. 

It is up to all members of the club to make new paddlers and members feel welcome so if you see a new face go up and introduce yourselves.

Training 

This Sunday, 31st October, sees the start of daylight savings and the beginning of night training sessions. Training this Sunday will be at the old time of 9am and in 2 weeks time (the week after the races) we will start at 8am. Wednesday and Friday night training starts next week at 6pm with the first session on Wednesday 3rd November. All paddlers are encouraged to attend these sessions but even though no training session, weeknight or Sunday is compulsory, you will benefit from your attendance.  It is aimed that we will be on water about 6.15pm. Anyone arriving late can meet us on the beach.

At this stage there will be no training on the day of the races (7th November) unless we have enough paddlers not racing and wanting to train and a sweep / coach to help. Confirmation as to training on this day will be circulated early next week. Anybody wishing to train instead of race please let me know ASAP. 

Social night

We will be having another “get to know each other” night next Wednesday night, 3rd November after training. This will be held next door to the yacht club at the 16’ Skiff Club. This will give all paddlers, new and old the opportunity to get to know each other better.  So bring along a change of clothes.

First Race results

The first race of the season was held on Sunday 10th October. The team was a combination of new and experienced paddlers and the results were excellent. In the first heat, the team surprised the field with a first place and followed this up with a second place in the next heat. The finals saw the Northern Beaches Mixed team cross the line in 4th position. This was a truly excellent result considering the amount of training that everyone had, the number of new paddlers on the boat and the number and quality of the other teams competing. Congratulations to everyone that competed, to Terry for his leadership and Phil for his sweeping.

Race Schedule

Sunday 10th October 2004, Garrigal Park, Roseville. – Race completed
Sunday 7th November 2004, Dobroyd Aquatic Club.

Sunday 5th December 2004, Jannali Reserve, Worona River .

Saturday 15th January 2005. Tuggarah Lake,Toukley.

Saturday 19th February 2005. Chinese New Year, Darling Harbour.

? March 2005. Canberra Festival 

Saturday 2nd  April 2005,  NSW State Championships, Penrith.

8th – 10th April 2005, AusDBF Nationals, Canberra

Next race

The next event that we will be competing in will be held at the Dobroyd Aquatic Club, Rodd Park, Henley Marine Drive, Rodd Point. First race is scheduled to start at 9.30am and the event finishes at 4pm. All competitors are required to be on site at 8.30am.

At this stage we are entering 1 mixed team and 1 womens team. I have not had a reply from all the men yet if they will be competing or not, so please let me know by Sunday at the latest.

Uniforms

It is hoped that our new racing singlets will be available for the next race.

Sponsorship

We are still trying to find a sponsor for the club. The membership subscriptions do not cover all costs incurred by the club but we try to keep these as low as possible and supplement these by sponsorship. Time is running out for us to find a sponsor and so we may have to look at other means of raising money by either fundraising and / or partnerships with businesses. If we need to raise more money through fundraising then we do need the support of the entire club. 

Maree Germon is in charge of sponsorship, so if anyone has any contacts for sponsorship or knows a company who desperately wants to give money to a poor Dragon Boat Club then contact her on 0409 921156.

BBQ on Sunday

We have been lucky enough to be able to get the use of the BBQ on the upper deck of the Manly Yacht Club after training this Sunday, 31st October 2004. 

The club will provide sausage sandwiches, however if you would prefer something else to eat, please feel free to supply your own. Orange juice will be provided, as will some tea and coffee. If you would like other beverages, supply your own, and we can store them in the fridge while we are training.

We hope you can stay for a while after training. These social events will help us remember everyone's names and further develop the friendly atmosphere we hope gels our Club!
Movie night

A number of tickets have been reserved at Manly Twin Cinemas for the opening night (Thursday 11th November, 9pm session) of Bridget Jones Diary 2 as a fundraiser for our club. The tickets are $12 each, and can be purchased from Maree Germon or any of the committee members at the training sessions. Please pay by Sunday 7th November (the day of the races at Dobroyd).

It is also another opportunity for us to get together socially away from the water. Feel free to bring along a bunch of friends to help swell the numbers and increase the profit we can make! Please let Maree know how many tickets you are interested in, and if you would be interested in getting together for a meal/drinks at the Skiff Club before the movie starts.

If you can't make it to training or the races, and want to get movie tickets, please call Maree and make arrangements for the tickets.
Committee 

The committee for this season is:

Geoff Taken – President – 0418 239980 – gtaken@optusnet.com.au, Sofia Kulchyki – Secretary, Wendy Barnabas – Treasurer, Maree Germon – Sponsorship - 0409 921156,

Sue Leeds – Registrar, Alison Shearer, Terry Jones

If anyone has anything that they could contribute to the club, then please contact any of the committee members. The more people that can help, the better for the club.

If anyone has any suggestions as to how we can best attract new paddlers to the club then please let a committee member know.

Contributions such as stories, photos, jokes, etc are most welcome. Forward these to Geoff Taken for inclusion (or censoring).

Coaches and sweeps

Anybody interested in becoming a coach or sweep (male or female) then contact Geoff Taken on 0418239980. 

See you all on the water

Geoff 

