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Newsletter 

Northern Beaches Dragon Boat Club

November Issue

Welcome everyone to the November newsletter for the Northern Beaches Dragon Boat Club.  The festive season draws nearer.  

New Members

It has been good to see the number of new paddlers come along, give paddling a go and then become members. There is still room for more, so let your friends and workmates know about dragon boats and bring them down for a paddle. 

It is up to all members of the club to make new paddlers and members feel welcome so if you see a new face go up and introduce yourselves.

Next Race

The next race is scheduled for 5th December and will be held at the Woronora River, Jannali Reserve, Washington Drive, Bonnet Bay. 

These races are only 250 metres, which will be the shortest races we will have done.  

At this stage we have entered a mixed, womens and open team to guarantee entry but this needs to be finalised by the end of this week, so all paddlers need to advise Terry if they are available or not.  
Race Schedule

Sunday 10th October 2004, Garrigal Park, Roseville. – Race completed
Sunday 7th November 2004, Dobroyd Aquatic Club. - Race completed
Sunday 5th December 2004, Jannali Reserve, Worona River .

Saturday 15th January 2005. Tuggarah Lake,Toukley.

Saturday 19th February 2005. Chinese New Year, Darling Harbour.

? March 2005. Canberra Festival 

Saturday 2nd  April 2005,  NSW State Championships, Penrith.

8th – 10th April 2005, AusDBF Nationals, Canberra

Skiffies drink and food vouchers

We now have available drink vouchers which offer $30 of beer, wine or softdrinks and 2 for 1 meal vouchers for use at the 16’ Skiff Club.  These are available for $25 for the 2 so see Maree or one of the other committee members for these.  

These are great to use for those social drinks after a nightly training session, a club get together or just out with friends – these are also a good fundraiser for us.

One point to note with these is that they are optional, that no one is under any obligation or pressure to purchase these.

Christmas Party  

Plans are presently under way to organize some form of Christmas party, be it an afternoon barbeque, or even a twilight paddle to Darling Harbour and back.  Further details will be circulated when they come to hand.

Overseas trip next year

I am presently looking at a number of options for an overseas trip next year. The first choice is in May 2005. This will include 2 races, with 1 at the 3 Gorges and 10 days hosting (hosting means all accommodation in hotels, meals, some sightseeing), we will probably add a few days sightseeing in Beijing. The cost for this would be the airfare plus additional days staying in Beijing. At present I am waiting for further details from China for specific dates and venues.

Please let me know if you are interested in this.

Paddler departing

Long time member of the Northern Beaches Dragon Boat Club, Jonathon Goodman, is leaving Australia on December 6th to return to the USA.  Jonathon has been an asset to the club over the years he has been with us, he paddles whatever side he is told and never complains. Good luck Jonathon in the US.

Committee 

The committee for this season is:

Geoff Taken – President – 0418 239980 – gtaken@optusnet.com.au, Sofia Kulchyki – Secretary, Wendy Barnabas – Treasurer, Maree Germon – Sponsorship - 0409 921156 - mareegermon@hotmail.com, Sue Leeds – Registrar, Alison Shearer, Terry Jones - rangers@manly.nsw.gov.au 

If anyone has anything that they could contribute to the club, then please contact any of the committee members. The more people that can help, the better for the club.

Last Words

Unfortunately I will be away for the next 2 weeks.  Unfortunate, because due to illness the last thing I feel like doing right now is going on an 8 hr flight. Unfortunate, because I will be missing the next race.  Unfortunate, because I will be missing all those training sessions with you. 

But I leave you all in good hands –

Terry will be organizing the races so please everyone assist and work with him. 

Phil will get his sweep accreditation on December 4th, so he will be able to sweep in races. As well he will be sweeping and coaching at training

Rob will be sweeping and coaching at training

John will be assisting with sweeping

Maree will be organizing sponsorship and team building exercises

I hope everyone enjoys the break without me.

See you all on the water (in December when I’m back)

Geoff 

